An Archaeological Survey of the Sudan
Meroitic Period.    300 b.c.—a.d. 350.	*
The Meroitic period in the Sudan is that during which
Meroe was the capital, and it was contemporary with the
Ptolemaic age in Egypt and part of the subsequent Roman
occupation of that country. Objects of Greek and Roman
manufacture have been found in the Meroitic tombs, and
some classical influence is apparent in the later Meroitic
art. The knowledge and use of the Egyptian language
died out during the Ethiopian period, and early in the
Meroitic period a new script, now known as the Meroitic,
makes its appearance. The hieroglyphic form of this
language was based on the Egyptian, but the cursive
script is something previously unknown.
The Meroitic remains are more widely distributed than
those of any other period. At its zenith the Meroitic
kingdom extended to the south beyond Sennar, and to
the north it reached Shellal. The temple of Dakka,
between Wadi Haifa and Shellal, was built by the Meroitic
king, Ergamanes (225-200 b.c.), and his successor Aza-
graman built the temple of Dabod, still nearer Shellal.
The principal Meroitic site is, of course, that of Meroe
itself, the city and pyramids at Begrawiya, three miles
north of Kabushia. The site of the city was partly
excavated in 1909-1914 by Prof. Garstang, and he un-
covered the principal buildings, the largest of which was
a great temple of Amon. He also cleared the so-called
Temple of the Sun, in the plain to the east of the city,
which was founded in the Ethiopian period soon after
600 b.c. But most of the buildings he revealed, decorated
in crude imitation of classical models, belong to a compara-
tively late and decadent period, probably the second or
third century a.d.
The pyramids were excavated in 1920-1923 by
Dr. Reisner.8 They lie in three groups, one near the
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